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 While successive storms 

dumped feet of late season snow on 

our beloved coastline, not one, but two 

of your peripatetic club leaders made 

their way to the more hospitable climes 

of the upper Nile.  Anne Johnson, 

president of the Country Club and I 

had imagined a state meeting on royal 

barges in mid-stream, to negotiate the 

upcoming season’s schedules of our 

two clubs.  Alas, she and her family 

were there a month ahead of Jeannie 

and me.  Her barge and that of your 

Pharaohst commodore never did gam 

up.   

 The watercraft of Egypt, how-

ever, set me thinking about the nautical 

genealogy of our current KYC junior 

fleet.  My fellow aging skippers can 

Unde-Nile-ably an Optimist’s Forebear 

trace the Optimists back to the N-10’s, 

then to the Turnabouts, the Brutal 

Beasts (aptly named,) and with the 

help of our parents, the O boats.   But I 

discovered there’s a far more ancient 

ancestor of these designs, the Egyptian 

felucca!  These simple, beautiful cen-

terboard, lateen-rigged catboats are 

sailing the Nile much as they did four 

thousand years ago. They gained my 

respect for the ease with which they 

navigate the tricky currents and gusty 

desert winds of the upper Nile.   

 Let me take you along as I 

tried one out.   We’re standing on a 

small dock in Aswan, just below the 

Cataract Hotel where Agatha Christie 

supposedly wrote her famous “Death 

on the Nile.”   The broad river is full of 

working sails, and the corniche of the 

town is behind us.  A brisk prevailing 

northerly is countering the 3-4 knot 

flow of the river.  It is always thus on 

the upper Nile.  For a sailor this combi-

nation offers advantages.  If one is 

beating down the river, the current is 

giving you the extra push to windward.  

When navigating up-river against the 

flow, the wind is at your back.  

 In this 20-knot breeze I spot 

our craft approaching the dock down-

wind!  But never fear; this is also up 

current!  And I notice that the boom 

has been raised to the height of the 

lateen.  A lateen is like a gaff, but it 

projects in front of the mast and al-

most connects with the boom at the 

bow end.  (A Sunfish is lateen-

rigged.)  How counter-intuitive it is 

to see the boom raised instead of the 

gaff (lateen) lowered, but the effect 

is to reef the sail upwards, and leave 

only a small triangle of canvas in 

front of the mast.  This triangle is 

enough to keep the boat moving 

against the current and bring it to a 

perfect landing alongside.   I’m im-

pressed.    

 Our skipper is dressed in a 

full-length galabiyah and turban.   

He handles the tiller and mainsheet 

Commodore’s Corner 

A luff atop the lateen? 

The rear-on-tiller technique 

Continued on page 2 



Members Elected at the November 4th 2006  

Council Meeting 
 

Member           Proposer             Seconders 

William & Gail Hancock M&J Paull  Dave Danielson  

       Wes Barton        

 

Members Elected at the March 3d  

Council Meeting 
 

Walter & Virgilia Klein  Nancy Hatfield  Tony Nicholas 

       Alida Lovell 

 

Helen Wescott   Tony Nicholas  Karen Milliken 

       Clifton Page 

 

David & Marcy Yuknat  Beth Clements  Lucy Buckley 

       Ann Luskey 
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Dear Commodore, 

 

I hope this e-mail finds you well in the 

final months leading up to summer. 

My name is Nick Parson and I am in-

quiring as to whether you are aware of 

any of your membership that might be 

looking for any sort of assistance with 

the upkeep or operation of their boats/

yachts this coming summer. I am a 

member of Center Harbor Yacht Club 

in Brooklin (of which my father is the 

current Commodore) where I have 

sailed my whole life. My sailing ex-

perience runs from small boats to tall 

ships, and everything in between. My 

work experience includes two consecu-

tive summers maintaining wooden 

craft and teaching sailing at the 

Woodenboat School in Brooklin, and 

three months as a deckhand aboard 

SSV Westward, a 120' staysail schoo-

ner where I taught traditional seaman-

ship and assisted in the maintenance of 

all aspects of the ship. If you are aware 

of anybody seeking any sort of boat 

help, please let me know and I will be 

glad to offer my services. Thank you 

so much, and fair winds to you!  

Letters 

(The September 2006) is just the best 

“Waterline” ever, both informative and 

witty on every page.  And touching.  I 

loved, loved, loved the picture of small 

boat storage, I loved it all.  You are 

really earning the big salary the club 

pays you for doing the job.  In fact, I’m 

going to recommend to Hen that it be 

doubled. Robin Clements 

Regards, Nick Parson 

email: nik328@aol.com. 

Help Available 

“Waterline” Praise 

� 

� 

“Waterline” Criticism 
An unidentified skipper has noticed the 

misspelling of the word  "metre" in the 

“Waterline.” Mark Cluett 

View from old clubhouse, c.1940  

(Courtesy of Tony Nicholas)  
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while his one crew raises and lowers 

the boom and similarly the center-

board.    Once aboard, the sail is un-

furled by lowering the boom again, 

and we head out down river, close 

hauled.   The iron centerboard is low-

ered much as I remember doing on a 

Brutal Beast, with pins inserted to 

keep it at the right depth.  The resem-

blance to our Blue Hill catboat be-

comes more striking when I realize 

there’s not much heal, but equally not 

much freeboard!   This combination 

in the Brutal Beast frequently resulted 

in shipping water over the side in the 

southerly chop of our bay.  Your com-

modore’s first capsizing experience 

was caused by swamping, then jibing, 

a Brutal Beast in just such a southerly 

chop.    Either the Nile has less chop 

or the felucca has just that much more 

freeboard, because we remain felici-

tously dry.  Again, I’m impressed.   

 We take multiple, seemingly 

effortless tacks.  I notice that our skip-

per’s technique is quite athletic.  He 

sits on the ample tiller, his feet on the 

combing and his rear working back 

and forth, feathering the craft closer to 

the wind.  This leaves both hands free 

to handle the main sheet.   Our crew 

has snapped a shackle from the bow 

end of the lateen to the foredeck to 

keep the lateen’s upper end from sag-

ging off to leeward and luffing at the 

top.  Could our Optie fleet adopt this 

technique to our competitive advan-

tage, I wonder? 

The Optie's Pharaohst ancestor 

“Optimist’s Forebear”  (Continued from Page 1) 

Continued on Page 5 



The Waterline, p3 The KSEA Section Vol 14, No. 1 

Learn To Sail 

Monday, June 25-Friday June 29 

9-11:30 am, 1-4 pm 

 

Session 1 

Monday July 2 to Friday July 13
th. 

AM Sessions 9-11:30 

Rowing (Mon-Thurs) 

Opti A 

Opti B 

Cruising 420s (Monday – Thursday 9-

11:30 am. Friday Race Day @12:30-

3:30 pm ) 

 

PM Session 12:30-3:30 

Intermediate Opti 

Advanced Opti 

Racing Opti 

Racing 420s 

Friday is Race Day! 

 

Session 1 Pot Luck: Tuesday, July 3, 

2007 

 

Session 2 

Monday July 16-Friday July 27
th

 

AM Sessions 9-11:30 

Rowing (Mon-Thurs) 

Opti A 

Opti B 

Cruising 420s (Monday – Thursday 9-

11:30 am;  Friday Race Day 12:30-

3:30 pm) 

 

PM Session 12:30-3:30 

Intermediate Opti 

Advanced Opti 

Racing Opti 

Racing 420s 

Friday is Race Day! 

 

Session 2 Pot Luck: Tuesday, July 17th, 

2007 

LI Picnic Friday July 27th. All are Wel-

come!  

 

Session 3 

Monday, July 30
th

-Friday August 

17
th 

AM Sessions 9-11:30 

Rowing (Mon-Thurs) Session 3 Row-

ing—7/30-8/9 

Opti A 

Opti B 

Cruising 420s (Monday – Thursday 9-

11:30 am;  Friday Race Day 12:30-

3:30 pm) 

PM Session 12:30-3:30 

Intermediate Opti 

Advanced Opti 

Racing Opti 

Racing 420s 

Friday is Race Day! 

 

Session 3 Pot Luck Tuesday, August 7, 

2007 

Pirate Day, Friday, August 17th (All are 

Welcome—Costumes Encouraged) 

 

Session 4  

Monday August 13-Thursday Au-

gust 23 

Rowing (Mon-Thurs) 

Adult Sailing 

Monday August 20th-Friday August 

24th 

9-11:30 

 

Last Day of KSEA  will be Friday, Au-

gust 24th. 

KSEA Summer 2007 Dates 

“...for to be on the water is a comfort to 

the soul of man” Carlton Mitchell 



News From the KSEA Chairman 
 

I want to thank Annie Atwood who has been the prime mover in most of these initiatives and who has done the lion’s share 

of much that follows.   

 

I.   Staffing  

Annie, Dave and I have made two key hires and have confirmations from three of last year’s instructors that they want 

to return this season:  Danny Moran, Amy Dalrymple and Anna-Frances Chase.  We have chosen Robert Ohle as our 

head instructor and Stephan Skovgard as Opti Race Team coach.  We believe that we can run the program with six 

instructors and hope to supplement some of the morning classes with some junior instructors, chosen from the cruising 

420 group. There appears to be a lot of interest from current program participants for rowing instructor positions.   

 

II.  Schedule Issues        

We decided to stay as close as possible to last year’s structure, but with the following changes: (1) race days will be 

moved from Wednesdays to Fridays, and as before  racing will not be mandatory but encouraged however, there will 

be program activities on Fridays for racers and non-racers, (2) KSEA pot-lucks will be scheduled at one per session, 

(3) We have moved our afternoon class times up so as to co-ordinate our schedule with the Country Club’s afternoon 

sessions and (4) Rowing classes will be given Monday through Thursday, as opposed to twice a week, but the water 

time will be limited to 90 minutes.  Parents will have the option of picking up their children at 10:30 or 11:30.  We will 

provide supervised shore activities for the children until 11:30.  The main dates for the session are in the attached 

document. 

 

I have been in contact with the DEJSA group. we held a meeting at the US Sailing Symposium in New Orleans last 

month, and we intend to co-host inter-club events as much as possible.  We think that we can build on last year’s DE-

JSA 420 program, with team and fleet racing events and a Ken Ligler clinic at MMA.  We are hoping to do more for 

Optis in the DEJSA context.  

 

III. Website 

We (Annie again) have decided to maintain the website ourselves.  The content has been updated for the 2007 sched-

ule, and the registration can be made on line. For those who have problems with the website, please contact Prudy 

Heilner.  Registration for members opened on March 1st and will be open for the general public in early May.  All of 

last year’s participants should have received both an e-mail notification and a post card telling them that registration 

was open. 

 

IV. KSEA Building 

We should be able to run this summer out of a great new space.  Rich was able to get us a house for the instructors, but 

as it is Unless it is furnished, we will need some help furnishing it.  We will be looking for beds, a sofa, a table and a 

couple of chairs. If anyone has the time, it would be great to get someone to handle this for us. JS 
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6mR 2007 Schedule 

Date  Event 

July 4th  Rendez-vous           

July22nd  Danforth Cup         

Aug 1-2  OJS Cup,               

Aug  3  Blue Hill to Brooklin 

  cruise        

Aug 4th  ERR        

Aug 24th-26th   Series Races 

 In 2005, the Class rescheduled 

the Atlantic Nationals to September to 

accommodate entrants from Maine, 

and four boats and crews shipped to 

CPYC to participate.  It was a terrific 

regatta, 28 boats on the line and for the 

first time, boats from all four active 

Atlantic fleets participated in the Na-

tionals.  The skippers and crews from 

Maine experienced first hand a heavy 

dose of the challenging conditions of 

Long Island Sound racing.  Now, the 

sailors from Maine think everyone 

should experience the pleasures of rac-

ing there. 

 The Rules Committee has been 

asked to consider scheduling the 2008 

Atlantic Nationals at the Kollegewidg-

wok Yacht Club in Blue Hill, Maine.  

The racing conditions in Blue Hill Bay 

in August are usually a pleasure.  Al-

though there is a large tide (9 – 12 

feet), it is not a significant factor; there 

is neither current nor sea; there is very 

little transient boat traffic on the race 

course; the prevailing wind (12 – 18 

SW) is fairly reliable; and there is no 

kelp.  Or in the words of Norm Peck III 

when asked how he liked sailing in 

Blue Hill a few years ago, “you guys 

are spoiled”.  And after sailing in the 

’05 Nationals at CPYC, I agree with 

him. 

 The suggested schedule would 

be sometime in the latter half of Au-

gust 2008, and although the date seems 

far away, it is not that far and neither is 

Blue Hill; from Niantic it is 350 miles, 

approximately 6 hours drive time; 

Westport 400 miles, 7 hours; and CSH 

470 miles 8 -9 hours. T. Richardson 

‘O8 ATLANTIC NATIONALS IN 

MAINE? 
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 I also notice that the sail itself 

is threadbare and full of holes.  In fact 

it appears made of sections of sack-

cloth stitched together.  I think I’ve 

found a home for all our old blown 

out racing sails! 

 At this part of the Nile the 

desert comes right down to the green 

verge on each side of the river.   Don-

key carts, camels and date palms 

frame a view of the cliff tombs of new 

dynasty nobility in the background.  

We round the tip of an island and 

head downwind for the leeward mark.  

Our skipper has skillfully maneuvered 

ahead of three other feluccas to take 

the inner position at a rounding rock 

off Kitchener’s Island. The competi-

tive spirit among sailors is universal!  

 Back upwind we sail, around 

the island and then downwind, up cur-

rent, across the river to our home 

dock.  The boom is hoisted by our 

crew, and the speed slows against the 

current.  We thread between commer-

cial craft and make a perfect landing, 

under that small triangle of sail.   

 I wanted to challenge their 

local guild to a team race—a Blue or 

White gauntlet challenge?  But my 

Arabic is not up to it.   Wouldn’t that 

be a sight, a fleet of felucca’s on Blue 

Hill Bay?    But when you think about 

it, that’s actually what we have now 

with the Opties, only much smaller, 

and many generations down the nauti-

cal family lineage.  Henry P. Becton, 

Jr 

The Optie dock, Aswan-style 

6mR 2007 Series – Summer of 

Match Racing 
 

 Preparation for the 6mR 

World Cup scheduled to be held in 

Newport, RI in September 2009 has 

forced a migration of some of the 

classic boats down the coast or into 

the repair shop, leaving the fleet much 

reduced.  N71 Flapper is off to 

Cowes, UK this summer to compete 

in the 2007 World Cup, while US51 

Totem, US55 Lucie, and US56 Jill 

will all be undergoing further restora-

tion in preparation for 2009.  Boats in 

Blue Hill this summer will include 

US52 Alana, US108 St. Francis VII 

and US112 Ranger.  Given the likely 

introduction of match racing “Madcap 

Challenge Cup” in the lead up to the 

2009 World Cup, the KYC fleet envi-

sions a summer of match racing be-

tween the two moderns, US108 and 

US112.   Please feel free to contact 

New England Fleet Secretary, Toby 

Rodes, if you would like to form a 

group and get involved. 

 The 2009 World Cup has 

been a catalyst for classic 6mR resto-

ration in the Blue Hill area.  After the 

2009 Newport event, boats are com-

mitted to migrating back to Blue Hill 

bay, numbering as many as six clas-

sics and three moderns.  See you in 

the summer of 2010! T Rodes 

“Optimist’s Forebear” (Continued from Page 2) 
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