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The second event in this summer’s Tues-
day Talk series featured KYC member and 
Brooklin Boat Yard president Steve White 
leading a packed house on a fascinating 
tour through the construction of Bequia, a 
90 foot yawl designed by naval architects 
Bob Stephens and 
Paul Waring and 
launched by BBY 
in 2009. BBY 
was founded in 
1960 by Joel 
White and Steve 
has been involved 
full time since 
1978. Under his 
guidance BBY 
has become the world’s premier builder of 
boats out of wood. Steve’s presentation 
took us from the very first steps of fabri-
cating laminated ribs to form a skeleton for 
the hull (each rib formed to precise meas-
urements), to the process of planking the 
hull with four separate layers of wood, 
building out the interior, installing the vari-
ous highly complex mechanical and elec-
trical systems, and on to the launch cele-
bration. One high point for the audience 

was a series of slides that depicted the slow 
and very careful step of turning the hull 
from its inverted position during the early 
stages of construction to right side up. 
Though fraught with the possibility for dis-
aster, BBY, in defiance of Murphy’s law, 

has never en-
countered a 
problem during 
this maneuver. 
Also impressive 
was BBY’s ex-
t r aor di nar i l y 
high level of 
wor k manshi p 
and attention to 
detail throughout 

the build. For example many of the larger 
wood components – cockpit and two differ-
ent coachroofs, among others – are put to-
gether separately and then lifted into exact 
place with no room for error in measure-
ments. Altogether an amazing process. And 
of course the final product: a beautiful, tra-
ditional looking yacht that has compiled an 
enviable cruising and racing record since 
launch  WCT  

Steve White Lectures on Construction of Bequia 
 Seems like summer just started 
but we are half way through the season 
and your Club is bustling. Cooks Night 
Out are oversubscribed, the growing 
12½ fleet has been racing since mid 
July, Adult sailing has become so popu-
lar that we have a capacity issue, Bill 
Barton has won this year’s Atlantic Na-
tionals Championship and Patrick Wil-
merding’s Lark has again won the 
Eggemoggin Reach ( Wooden Boat) 
Regatta. 
 With all this going on, many of 
you may be unaware of a new Club ac-
tivity, Pursuit Races. Last year the irre-
pressible Patrick Wilmerding introduced 
pursuit racing for cruising class and 
larger racing boats. A pursuit race is 
based on PHRF ratings, including Atlan-
tics. The slower boats start first, sequen-
tially according to their ratings, and the 
faster boats later. The attraction of pur-
suit racing is that there is none of the 
testosterone fueled competitiveness 
common to one design starts and mark 
roundings, but an emphasis on good 
boat handling skills, making for an en-
joyable afternoon on the water. And if 
the PHFR ratings are accurate, the com-
peting boats, if sailed well, should reach 
the finish line pretty close to each other. 
In last year’s inaugural race in late Au-
gust, after 16 miles of racing around 
Long Island, at the finish Wilmerding’s 
Lark was one boat length ahead of 
Bruce Stevens’  Dragonera, that was one 
boat length ahead of Henry Becton’s 
Indigo. Such a close finish confirms that 
the ratings were pretty fair. Or as Bruce 
Stevens was overheard to observe “I just 
ran out of runway to rundown Lark” . 
 Lark again won this year’s first 
pursuit race, but there will be another 
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Bequia struttin’  her stuff  Brooklin Boat photo 



 What a euphoric feeling it is to be 
in a small sailboat beneath a Bierstadt sky, 
with the feel of the wind and the salt air. 
 I sailed with Instructor Lizzie 
Peabody in a “420”. We had a southerly 
wind as we left the Inner Harbor for Blue 
Hill Bay. She taught me about sailing 
close to the wind, how to trim the sails as 
efficiently as possible, to hold the course 
and how to read the red and green strands 
attached to the jib . If they are blowing 
parallel when sailing close hauled or on a 
reach the jib is perfectly trimmed. There 
was a robust flow of water leaking into the 
boat from a plug located by the center-
board. One of us was continuously bailing. 
Low tide was at 5PM, which meant that on 
our return to the inner harbor at 6 PM we 
would be sailing with the current. 
 A highlight to the lesson was lis-
tening to Lizzie, who described between 
tacks, her baby sitting jobs in Nice 
(France) after she graduated from high 
school. We talked about “passive solar 

energy” , a cousin of ”green”  architecture. 
Her father is an architect and has been 
“green”  many years before it became pop-
ular. His passion is photographing skies 
and boats. He is on a cross country trip to 
revisit a project that he began in 1971, 
having taken classes with Walker Evans. 
 Back in the inner harbor, I 
learned how to bring the boat gently to the 
dock for a soft landing. Five of us hauled it 
onto the dock to dismantle the sails and 
bail it out. The other students in the class 
were Debbie Amato, Wendy Brown, Caro-
line Curtis, Hanna Henderson, Deborah 
Miller-Little, Freddie Rodgers and Anne 
Piazza. The other instructors were Noah 
Milliken and Frank Rodgers. 
 Returning to the Club, I  spoke 
with Ginger Peabody about her extraordi-
nary daughter and what a delight it was 
sailing with her. Another highlight was 
coming home and telling my husband 
about the experience on the water. JM-N  
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Adult Sailing Lessons, Kollegewidgwok Style 
one on Monday, August 26. Pursuit rac-
ing combines the challenge of making 

your boat sail fast, while enjoying a day 
on the water. So if your boat is bigger 
than a 420, grab some friends and join the 
fun. 
See you out there, 
Tom 
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Dinner Notice 

Please note that the last Cooks Night Out 
of the season will be on Thursday 15 
August. Reservations can be made start-
ing at 0830 Monday 12 August. The chef 
is Julie Crispin; the menu can be found 
at: http://www.kollegewidgwokyc.org/
pqs/cooks night.php 

Ah, but the dinner date to remember is 
the Annual dinner, hosted by Ben Wells, 
Saturday 24 August 2013 at 6PM. RSVP 
(207) 374-2311 by Aug 21st.  $35.00 
person. Bring your own refreshments.   
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A N eophyte on the Power Fleet Cruise 
 

 

 

      Listening to the stirring accounts 
of past power fleet cruises on various 
Cook’s Night Out evenings and knowing 
most of the long time Club members who 
participated in them, I always longed for 
the day to experience such things for my-
self. They always 
went to intriguing 
places with strange 
names on funny far 
away isles. And they 
did exciting things 
along the way. I 
wondered what hap-
pened when they 
finally got to their 
destinati ons and 
what occurrences of 
both terror and glee invoked the many 
tales they’d later recount.   
 And so off I went in my little 
Webco 22 trailing in the frothy wake of 
Peter Linder’s fine craft Main Course 
steaming along the eastern shore of Long 
Island bound for Isleford on Little Cran-
berry the first Friday in July. I guess the 
first thing one has to learn is that the 
Power Fleet Captain plans the whole 
event like a World War II grand maneu-
ver.    There were plans for virtually every 
contingency and the whole event seemed 
to roll along like a well oiled machine.    
 After a smooth trip over in  light 
chop, the moorings were given out by 
Dan at the restaurant, a period or reading 
and introspection (perhaps yoga or pray-
er?) occurred on each craft, and then 
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres were en-

joyed on Tom and Kitty Clement’s lovely 
Woody. At that point we were joined by 
Jim and Susan Noyes on Sea Fever just in 
time to enjoy some of Peter’s mystery 
sardine spread (perhaps a delicacy from 
Philadelphia’s famous “Bookbinders)? 

Captain Tom ferried 
us over to the Isles-
ford Dock Restaurant 
for a fine dinner in-
cluding oysters and 
decadent deserts. 
Leaving the restau-
rant at dusk the mos-
quitoes were as large 
as bats but they 
thinned out some 

once on open water 
 The first lobsterman roared by at 
4:30 the next morning followed by sever-
al others within the next hour. The harbor 
must be situated over prime areas for lob-
stering as there were pots everywhere 
between moorings.  One happy soul in 
particular must have had a great start to 
the day as he did several victory laps 
around the non-Cranberry Isle boats, in-
cluding four around Linder. 
 More reading and introspection 
seemed to be occurring as each crew 
planned their day over coffee while I 
slowly wended my way back towards 
East Blue Hill. A solid night’s sleep softly 
bobbing  at anchor away from the heat of 
the land and among friends—does it get 
any better than that? Hey, Peter, when is 
the next cruise? JD                                                                                                                        

A “ Mothership”  with a presence 

Where Have all the Racer’s Gone? 

Web Site Time Travel 

DANFORTH CUP, 2013 
Distance, nm  18.05 

Start Time, hh: mm: ss  13; 00;00 
 
 YACHT  PHRF FIN ISH TIME ELAPSED TIME   ALLOWAN CE  CORRECTED TIME 
1. Rambling Rose  132          16:30:26            3:30:26   22.56   3:07:52 
2. Lark      57                    16:08:35             3:08:35     0.00   3:08:35 
3. Swallow   120           16:33:05                      3:33:05   18.95                                      3:14:08 
4.      Alert                    168           17:13:56             4:13:56                     33.39                    3:40:32 

 They’ re still out there but it’s 
early in the season, so they have yet to find  
their place among the waterborne Club 

activists. Of greater importance is the news 
trickling down about Bill Barton’s handy 
win of the 2013 Atlantic Nationals. As Bill 
describes it: “Our finishes on One for All: 
3, 3, 1, 5, 1 against 31 boats nd we did not 
need to race the 6th and final heat. My 

crew was Peter Smith KYC Member and 
old sailing partners from the Etchells 
Class, Peter Duncan and Tom Blackwell.”           

Bill Barton, accompanied by trophy and Peter Smith-
Donna Pace photo 

Race 5: One 4 All holding a lead she never relin-

quished  Donna Pace photo   

It’s something not likely to happen  in our ra-
tional world of sailing but happen it did  on the 
KYC web site: News bulletins and the calendar 
for KSEA and KYC transported back to 2010. 
The  Club roster is also disabled. Unfortunate-

ly, this happened at a time when Ken Woisard, 
our webmaster,  was out of town. We should 
have things set to rights  soon, so please have  
patience. TWL 


